NAYANA

Ganapati's pilgrimage to Kasi was thus delayed.
Instead of moving on, he has whiling away his time
comfortably exchanging literary pleasantries with
Achyutarama Sastri and others. If some one recited a long
poem, Ganapati would repeat it; he would open any given
book and after tossing it up and catching it two or three times,
would recite the contents verbatim. He could play chess
simultaneously with four or five people and checkmate them
all. Besides this, his poetic feats were a wonder to all and a
cause of admiration to the learned. His stay in Nandigrama
attracted many learned people and at the same time provided
a real cure to Naidu.

Meanwhile Naidu sent for Narasimha Sastri and
honoured both the father and the son. He promised to give
fifty rupees every year to Ganapati and assured monetary
assistance for the successful conduct ofGanapati's pilgrimage.
He also assured that he would help further but felt that
Ganapati was too young to undertake journeys to distant
places like Kasi.

Ganapati's pilgrimage of tapas for the time being
ended in securing a good friend, Krishnama Naidu and he
returned to Kaluvaraya with his father.
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